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Abstract

"The ranks of sorcerer's apprentice user-programmers will swell rapidly, giving many who have little
training or expertise in how to avoid or detect high-risk defects tremendous power to create high-risk
defects" [Barry Boehm]

The risks in business dependence on spreadsheets developed by overconfident "near experts" are
confirmed by research and news stories on spreadsheet errors. This paper presents dynamic and
static methods of testing spreadsheets, and describes good design practice to build in protection,
validation, and usability. Context-driven risk assessment helps prioritise the resources to maximise
the returns from the effort expended. Also described are auditing tools to assess the quality of
existing spreadsheet assets.
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Prior to setting up Systems Modelling Ltd he worked as a business analyst in Operations Research
for Irish Fertiliser Industries, applying linear programming for production optimisation and project

financial modelling,

His interest is in practical, effective solutions to systems problems, with a focus on the real objectives
to be attained. Project references are available on request.




